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Kalfayan Galleries present the solo exhibition titled “Almanach des bergers” (Shepherds’ Almanac) by acclaimed
artist Kostis Velonis. The opening will take place on Saturday, 19 November 2022 (12.00 — 16.00).

Kostis Velonis is inspired by ephemeral shepherds’ diaries and almanacs such as forecasts and notes on astronomical
and meteorological data for the coming year, as well as trivia around agricultural cultivation and rural life. In his
recent large-scale sculptural installations which formed part of ‘Straw Falling on Concrete Floors’ organized by the
'2023 Eleusis Cultural Capital of Europe', the artist confronted the challenges of the historical tradition of the city of
Elefsina (Eleusis) through an amalgam of ecological and mythological narratives merging natural elements such as
straw, animal nests and a submerged tree, with ancient Greek myths around fertility. For the exhibition ‘Almanach
des bergers’, Velonis continues to pursue his interest in the interconnection between nature and culture, looking at
how the erosion caused by weather elements may affect personal mood while global socio-political shifts are
enforced by the climate crisis.

The gallery’s space is occupied by a large-scale sculptural installation that recreates the conditions of a gathering of
shepherds consisting of hay bales and marble slabs. Much like a displaced environment in urban culture, it functions
as a symbol of rural community raising questions around our relationship with nature anew. It invites the visitor to
reflect upon man's connection with earth and the 'moods' of weather and to engage critically around human
interaction with the natural environment. Meteorological fluctuations and the 'plasticity' of weather, the elements
that make up the almanac of rural life, are mirrored here in a new series of wooden wall-works placed close to each
other with references to season, month and the length of the day. Installed mainly in pairs, these aim to highlight
the transition from one season to another, the succession of months and the alternation of day to night. Velonis'
works return to an ongoing existential narrative related to the natural cycle of life and our relationship with earth's
soil. These painting-sculptures, presented for the first time in the exhibition, reflect the artist's wider intention to
formulate an artistic idiom that balances between the pastoral and the modern.

Architectural Curation: A Whale’s architects

Kostis Velonis lives and works in Athens. He holds an MRes in Humanities and Cultural Studies from London Consortium (Birkbeck College, ICA,
AA, Tate). He studied Arts Plastiques/ Esthétiques at Université Paris 8 (D.E.A) and earned his PhD from the Department of Architecture, N.T.U.A
University of Athens. Kostis Velonis’ sculptures explore the comic and awkward condition of the object as subject, implying allegoric, everyday
narratives and mythological plots. Throughout his work, the emphasis is placed on the moral implications of failure and clumsiness caused by
daydreaming and the reality that frustrates it. Selected shows (2022-2014): 2022: “Straw Falling on Concrete Floor”, 2023 EAEVZIZ European
Capital of Culture, in collaboration with the Aeschylia Festival 2022, Open theatre, Old Olive Mill, Elefsina. “To Do Without so Much Mythology,
Galerie Martin Janda, Vienna. 2020: “199”, DESTE Foundation Project Space, Hydra. 2019: «Landlord Colors: On Art, Economy, and Materiality”.
Cranbrook Art Museum, Michigan. “Life Without Tragedy”(outdoor installation), “Democracy is Coming” Onassis Festival / Public Theater, Astor
Place, NYC and Governors Island, NYC. 2018: The Value of Freedom, Belvedere 21, Vienna, Austria. “Refusing to Be Stil”, 21, 39, 5th Edition,
Jeddah. 2017: “A Puppet Sun”, NEON -City Project, Athens. “Precision German Craftsmanship”, Akademie Schloss Solitude, Stuttgart . documenta
14, Fridericianum, Kassel. “Urgent Conversations”, Museum of Contemporary Art Antwerp (M HKA), Antwerp - National museum of
Contemporary Art (EMZT), Athens. “Memory of Revolution”, State Museum of Contemporary Art, Thessaloniki. 2016: “Part Company” Casa
Maauad, Mexico City. 2015: “This probably will not work", Lothringer 13-Stadtische Kunsthalle Miinchen, Munich. “Super superstudio”, PAC,
Milan. “Adventures of the Black Square: Abstract Art and Society 1915 —2015”, Whitechapel Gallery, London. “Au nom de le Corbusier”, Maison
Spiteris, Athens. 2014: “ The Theater of the World”, Museo Tamayo, Mexico City; “This is Not My Beautiful House”, Kunsthalle Athena, “No
Country for Young Men”, BOZAR, Brussels; "Direct Democracy" , MUMA, Melbourne.
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