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Kalfayan Galleries are pleased to present at their Athens space the solo show of the acclaimed Lebanese artist
Raed Yassin. Titled ‘The Future is Nostagic’ the exhibition opens on Thursday, 26 January 2017, 19.00 — 21.00.

An artist and musician with participations at major exhibitions from Sharjah Biennale to Guggenheim Museum in
New York, Raed Yassin has established a strong international profile. A distinct characteristic of his artistic
practice is the multiplicity of media that Yassin employs: film, photography, fabrics, porcelain, neon and of
course music. As a musician he was invited in 2016 to perform at the Borderline Festival at by the Onassis
Cultural Center (Stegi) in Athens.

His third solo show in Athens continues Raed Yassin’s investigation into themes of personal and collective
memory. He is using, in a highly imaginative and idiosyncratic way, popular culture and mass production
vocabulary to translate and transmit socio-political critic. In this case the artist selects human desire as his
central theme and offers a spicy and humorous analysis through a variety of media such as neon works (‘Manual
for Disasters’, ‘The Future is Nostalgic’, ‘Crying Station’ ‘The End of the World’, ‘Conspiracy Theory’) and his
new photographic series titled “Sex,Spies and the Suicide Dancer”.

Human desire has always fashioned a time and place for itself to inhabit and breathe through. In 20" century
urban space, it found its character within red neon lights, shady cinemas, and dusty newsstands filled with cheap
tabloids. Men spoke of their heroic escapades searching for the ultimate erotic destination, a physical place that
one can strive towards and ‘discover’ like a great explorer. They sailed into the night, the designated time of day
when this lewd activity takes place, setting the scene for darkness to reign supreme. This epoch of sexual
liberation created its own sense of image, sound and narrative, rooted in the culture of a modern body
emancipated from tradition and societal restrictions. The exhibition at Kalfayan Galleries features several bodies
of work that negotiate this subject in contrasted ways, yet exude a common seductive visual language. The
works attempt to remind us that there was once a time when desire was associated with hope; a time that was
not preoccupied with hard binary moralities, but marked its own softer version of the truth.

Short artist's biography

Raed Yassin (b. 1979, Beirut, Lebanon) lives and works in Beirut. In 2015 he was awarded a research fellowship at the
Akademie der Kiinste der Welt in Cologne. He graduated from the Theatre Department of the Institute of Fine Arts in Beirut in
2003. Raed Yassin has exhibited and performed his work in numerous museums, festivals and venues, including Kalfayan
Galleries (solo shows: 2017, 2014, 2011, Athens), Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum (New York); Isabelle van den Eynde
gallery (solo show, Dubai) (2016); Leighton House Museum-Shubbak Festival (solo show, London), Akademie der Kinste
der Welt (solo show, Cologne), Kunsthalle Wien (all 2015); Stedelijk Museum (Amsterdam); Castrum Peregrini (Amsterdam);
Kunsthalle Wien; ICA, London; Gwangju Museum of Art; Castello Di Rivoli, Turin (all 2014); The Running Horse, Beirut;
Boghossian Foundation — Villa Empain, Brussels; 4th Thessaloniki Biennale of Contemporary Art; Singapore Art Museum;
Mori Art Museum, Tokyo; Beirut Art Center (all 2013); New Museum, New York (2012); Kalfayan Galleries, Athens (2014 &
2011); Museum of Photography, Thessaloniki; Sharjah Biennial 10; Centre Georges Pompidou, Paris (2011); Delfina
Foundation, London (residency 2014 & 2010-2011); Manifesta 8, Murcia (2010). Awards and Grants: Sharjah Art Foundation
Project Fund (2014), Abraaj Group Art Prize (2012), Fidus Prize (2009), AFAC grant for production (2010), YATF grant for
production (2008 & 2012) and the Cultural Resource grant for production (2008). Yassin is one of the organizers of IRTIJAL
Festival, and has released several music albums and founded the production company Annihaya in 2009. He is also a
founding member of "Atfal Ahdath", a Beirut based art collective. An artist and musician, Yassin's work often originates from
an examination of his personal narratives and their position within a collective history, through the lens of consumer culture
and mass production. Raed Yassin is represented by Kalfayan Galleries, Athens - Thessaloniki.
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