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PRESS RELEASE

Silvina Der Meguerditchian

Please!
Material and Immaterial Call

Kalfayan Galleries (11 Haritos Street, Kolonaki, Athens)
Opening: Thursday, 15 November 2018, 20.00 - 22.00.

Duration: 15 November 2018 - 12 January 2019
Opening Hours:
Monday, 11.00-15.00 | Tuesday - Friday 11.00 - 19.00 | Saturday 11.00 - 15.00

Kalfayan Galleries present the first solo show in Greece of Silvina Der Meguerditchian (b. 1967, Buenos Aires,
Argentina. Lives and works in Berlin, Germany), titled ‘Please! Material and Immaterial Call'. The exhibition at
Kalfayan Galleries (11 Haritos Str., 106 75, Athens) opens on Thursday, 15 November 2018, 20.00 - 22.00.

The Kalfayan Galleries exhibition of Silvina Der Meguerditchian, who exhibited among others at the Armenian
Pavilion (Golden Lion Award) at the Venice Biennale in 2015, marks the first solo show of the artist in Greece. Grand-
daughter of Armenian immigrants to Argentina and based in Berlin since 1988, Der Meguerditchian’s work examines
issues of indentity, memory, displacement, the socio-political and cultural role of minorities as well as a cartography
of the space ‘in between’ various socio-political realities.

Taking as a starting point her fascination about the multi-faceted relationaship between humans and objects, Der
Meguerditchian works with various materials and in different media and embarks on a visual trip of deciphering the
relationship between ‘material’ and ‘immaterial’ world. She is not interested in investigating objects as ‘desire
machines to awake and satisfy the lusts’ (according to Baudrillard). Rather she wants to decode their role in
transactions with the invisible, drawing inspiration by various religions and philosophies. Her research brought her
among others to chapels and churches in Spain and Germany where she studied characteristic examples of the
Catholic tradition of ex-votos (offerings). Some of the most striking offerings were shaped like parts of the inner or
outer human body, the so-called "anatomical votive offerings". Similar practices she discovered in Mexico, Brazil,
Cuba, Greece, Italy, but also in Asia.

Drawing inspiration by the interpretive challenges of traditions, such as the Catholic ex-votos, the
Buddhist gau (portable reliquary / amulet) or the Greek Orthodox votive offerings (‘tamata’), the works presented in
the exhibition explore the ways in which personal memories, dreams, desires, intimate moments live in the objects
that human create during their lives or those they select to infuse with special meanings, as an act of faith, love or
hope. At the same time, the artist investigates this motif of actions in juxtaposition to themes which stand in the core
of her artistic practice: individual and collective memory, objects, personal stories and History, private and collective
spaces, the connection of a collective practice with the action of a person or a particular community.

As the artist states “Over the summer of 2018, I started to do research in Spain and in Munich. My intention was to
visit and photograph the objects and the collective places where they are exhibited/kept. As a next step, I began to
make them my own to contextualize and conceptualize the votive objects. Here I dealt with different materials such
as velvet, silk, metal, ribbons, wax, organic materials and found objects.” Der Meguerditchian’s research was
expanded also during her workshop titled Learning from Armenia. Workshop on talismans, memories and Armenian
history, which took place on July 26 at Hamburger Bahnhof in relation to the large-scale museum show titled Hello
World. Revising a Collection, in which the artist participated. Based on the Soviet tradition of using the chest as a
remembrance place of ‘great battles’, objects such as ‘medals’, ‘talismans’ and amulets were filled with new
progressive content. (A three-minute documentation can be found in the following
lik: https://vimeo.com/283035073)

Silvina Der Meguerditchian’s works address - in a highly personal artistic language- the following questions: In a
world where humans spend most part of their daily lives ‘on line’, what is the relation between the material and the
immaterial realities? What are the personal or collective rituals which people from various backgrounds practice in
order to preserve desires or memories or to cope with fears? At the same time, expanding upon this universal need
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to connect the material with the immaterial world, the artworks are embedded with a double identity: that of the
artwork and that of a personal object with ‘immaterial’ qualities for the artist or the public.

Short Biography
Silvina Der Meguerditchian is the granddaughter of Armenian immigrants to Argentina. She was born in 1967 in

Buenos Aires and since 1988 is based in Berlin, Germany. She works in different media (video, sculptures,
installations, performances et al) and focuses on issues of identity and displacement, as well as the role of minorities
and the impact of migration in the urban space. Reconstruction of the past and the building of archives are a red
thread in her artistic research. Der Meguerditchian has exhibited internationally. Shows include among others:
“Verstrickungen”, Auguste Bebel Institut, Berlin, Germany; DAO (Dilijan Art Observatory) Dilijan, Armenia;
“Erinnerung und Gerechtigkeit”, Akademie der Kiinste, Berlin, Germany; “From Generation to Generation”, Jewish
Museum, San Francisco, USA; “Fokus Istanbul, Martin Gropius Bau” Berlin, Germany. In 2015 she participated in
"Armenity", the Armenian Pavilion at the 56. Venice Biennial which was awarded with the Golden Lion Award
(curated by Adelina von Fiirstenberg). In the fall 2015 she curated the project "Grandchildren, new geographies of
belonging" that took place as parallel event of the 14. Istanbul Biennial. Exhibitions in 2018 include: “Non Linear
Histories”, Glendale Library, Los Angeles, USA and “Hello World. Revising a Collection”, Hamburger Bahnhof, Berlin,
Germany; The latter was conceived as a critical inquiry into the collection of the Nationalgalerie and its
predominantly Western focus at the Hamburger Bahnhof. Scholarships and residencies include a 6 months
scholarship in 2014 at Kulturakademie Tarabya, Istanbul (residency organized by the German Foreign Ministry and
the Goethe Institute). Der Meguerditchian is the Founder of ‘Underconstruction’, a platform for artists and curators
interested in issues of identity, globalization, the construction of both personal and group consciousness and the
role of diasporas, including but not limited to the Armenian diaspora. Furthermore, since 2010 she is artistic director
of Houshamadyan (www.houshamadyan.org), a project to reconstruct Ottoman Armenian town and village life. Her
projects were awarded with scholarships from the European Cultural Foundation (ECF), Soros Foundation, Heinrich
Boll Foundation, the Goethe Institut, the Tufenkian Foundation, the City of Berlin, the German Foreign Ministry, the
Anadolu Kiiltiir Foundation and the Gulbenkian Foundation. Silvina Der Meguerditchian is represented by Kalfayan
Galleries, Athens - Thessaloniki.



